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EDUCATION
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Ref: 13/5/5 Enqg: Mathiba ME  Tel: 064 880 1035 Email: MathibaME@edu.limpopo.gozv.za

CIRCULAR 258 OF 2025

TO:

DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL
CHIEF DIRECTOR

DIRECTORS/ DISTRICT DIRECTORS
CIRCUIT MANAGER

SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

2026 OFFICIAL SCHOOL CALENDAR

1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this memo is for the Head of Department to approve the school calendar
for 2026 which will assist different directorates, districts, circuits and schools in their
planning.

2. BACKGROUND

The Minister of Basic Education, acting in terms of section 3(4)(k) of the National
Education Policy Act No. 27 of 1996, and after consultation with the Council of Education
Ministers, will publish the 2026 Calendar for public schools in South Africa.

It is the responsibility of Limpopo Department of Education to cascade the approved
school calendar to all the directorates, districts, circuits, schools and other stakeholders

in education.
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3. INSTRUCTIONS/NOTIFICATION

All managers must ensure that the circular is brought to the attention of all staff members
under their supervision.

LIMPOPO PROVINCE SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR 2026

TERM | DURATION NO. OF | NO.OF NO. OF ACTUAL NO.
WEEKS | DAYS PUBLIC OF SCHOOL
HOLIDAYS DAYS
1 (12) 14 January - 27
March 2026 11 53(55) 0 53 (55)
2 08 April — 26 June 2026
12 58 3+1 54
3 21 July- 23 September
2026 10 47 1 46
4 06 October- (09) 11
December 2026 10 47(49) 0 47 (49)
TOTAL 43 205(209) |4+ 1 200 (204)
NOTE: DATES AND DAYS IN BRACKETS ARE FOR EDUCATORS
PUBLIC AND SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
01 January New Year's Day
21 March Human Rights Day
03 April Good Friday
06 April Family Day
27 April Freedom Day
01 May Worker's Day
15 June Special School Holiday
16 June Youth Day
09 August National Women's Day
10 August Public Holiday
24 September Heritage Day
16 December Day of Reconciliation
| 25 December Christmas Day
26 December Day of Goodwill

NB:

1. Schools must not close earlier than 12H00 on the last day of every quarter.
2. All enquiries in connection with school calendar should be directed to the Limpopo
Department of Education. (School Affairs Sub-Directorate)
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IMPORTANT NOTICE:

NO FUTURE QUERIES WILL BE HANDLED IN CONNECTION WITH THE ABOVE.

~N

THE GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORKS WILL NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS
THAT MIGHT OCCUR DUE TO THE SUBMISSION OF INCOMPLETE / INCORRECT / ILLEGIBLE COPY.
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DEPARTMENT OF BASIC EDUCATION

NO. 5901 25 February 2025

NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY ACT, 1996 (ACT NO 27 OF 1996)
2026 CALENDAR FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

I, Siviwe Gwarube, Minister of Basic Education, acting in terms of section 3(4)(k) of the National Education Policy
Act, 1996, (Act No. 27 of 1996), and after consultation with the Council of Education Ministers, hereby publish the

2026 Calendar for public schools in South Africa as detailed in the accompanying schedule.

MS SIVIWE GWARUBE, MP
MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION
DATE: 12/02/2025

y . . ~— —,
basic education N\ Fead to Lead Y o
Department . 203 J
A Basic Education L o o ‘ EAR
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA A Reading Nation 1 a Leading Nation OF IRELDOW

This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za




4 No. 52177 GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 25 FEBRUARY 2025

2026 CALENDAR FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Fi a
w DL LU SR i anc schol Holcays 2028

01]02|03 01]02|03|04]05]|08|07 01]02|03|04|05|06]|07
04 |05/06(07{08|09f10 08|09 |10 11[12]13]14 08091011 ]12|13[14
11 (12|13 14[15[16( 17 1501617 |18|19|20 |21 15| 1617 [ 18| 19 [ 20 | 21

01 January New Year's Day

18 19|20 21|22 |23| 24| |22|25|24| 25|26 |27 |28| |22|23|24 | 25]28 27]28 | 21 March Human Rights Day
25 |26(27| 28|29 (30| 31 29130131
03 April Good Friday
April 2026 May 2026 June 2026 %Apﬂl Family Day
0102|0304 0102 01/02|03|04 /05|08 )
- 27 April Freedom Day

05 |06 |07 [os|0a|10]1 03|04f05[o6 07|08 foa| |[o07|08|09|10|11|12]13
12 (13|14 (15| 16|17 |18 10f1]12[13]14|15] 16 14 (46 16| 17 [ 18 [ 19| 20

Workers' Da
19 (2021|2223 (24|25 17|18|19 20|21 |22 |23 21122123124 125|26 |27 01 May Y
26 |27 | 28| 29| 30 24|25(|26 (27|28 |29 |30 2812930 _ .
5 15 June Special School Holiday
| July 2026 l August 2026 | September 2026 16 June Youth Day
011920190104 s 0102 @101 | 09 August National Women's Day
05 |06 |07 |08 091011 02|03|04(05|06|07 |08 06|07 |08|09|10) 11|12

12 13|14 15|16 |17 (18| foa |10 11 [12]13]14]15 13 (14|15 |16 |17
19 |20|21 22|23 |24 |25 16|17 [18[19)20 |21 |22 2021222352_?1[2526

10 August Public Holiday

26 |27 |28 | 293031 23|24 (25|26 (27|28 |29 27 |28 |29 |30 .
56 24 September | Heritage Day
| October 2026 r November 2026 | December 2026 16 December Day of Reconciliation
ST | [2L]10211,03 104 1105108 107 01/02103]04105| | 25 December | Christmas Day
04|05(06|07|0B|03] 10 0809|1011 12[13 |14 06|07 |08|09|10| 11 [12
M|12 |13 | 14|15]16| 17 15(16 |17 |18 | 19|20 | 21 131415 T‘IQEE 17 | 18 |18 26 December Day of Goodwill
1819 (2021|2223 24 22|23 |24|25|26|27 |28 20|21 (22 |23|24 | 25|26
25|26 (27|28 29|30 | N 29| 30 2728|2930 |
I |Weekends ! | [School days | -Special school holidays [
—I Days for administration I I ' Public holidays | | | School holidays ]

SUMMARY OF 2026 CALENDAR FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

No. of No. of public Actual no. of

Term Duration

days holidays school days

1 [ (12) 14 January — 27 March 53 (55) 0

2 |08 April — 26 June 12 58 3+1

3 |21 July — 23 September 10 47 1

4 |08 October — 09 (11) December 10 47 (49) 0
Total : 43 205(209) |4+1
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